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Shinjuku Eisa Festival Official Program July 30, 2022 Sat. 12:00 - 16:00 Issued by: Shinjuku Eisa Festival Event Committee
* Cancelled only in case of heavy rain.* Performance groups and performance schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances. * Duration of performance shown is a rough estimate. Some performances may be shorter.
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It will be the first time in 3 years that we will be holding the Shinjuku Eisa Festival.

We would like to show our sincere gratitude for Shinjuku ward, full support from Okinawa prefecture, police and fire department for making this possible. We would like to
express our deep appreciation to supporting this event. The slogan for this year is “Oh ! much do summer ~Omachidosama~". We, the committee would like to deliver an
enjoyable summer for those who have been direly waiting for Shinjuku Eisa Festival. It’s in this spirit that we decided to hold the event this year. It is our pleasure to
announce that we are seeing significantly more public outreach this year compared to previous years. While measure had to be taken to limit the number of performers

and reduce event hours to comply with COVID measures, we do hope that you will enjoy the Shinjuku Eisa Festival where Shinjuku and Okinawa will come as one.
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Shinjuku’s summer tradition “Shinjuku Eisa Festival” will take place for the first time in three years. | would like to show my sincere thankfulness to the endeavors of many
supporting companies and supporters, including the Shinjuku Eisa Festival Executive Committee. This festival was commenced in 2002 by the united efforts of the store
unions around Shinjuku Station, and is now a big event featuring Shinjuku with the participation of Eisa groups from all over the country.

At this year’s festival, with the catch line “Oh! much do summer (Thank you for waiting!)”, a courageous and dynamic Eisa dance will be done on Shinjuku—dori Avenue. In
addition, there will be an Okinawan fun corner around Shinjuku—dori Avenue, and an Okinawan music festival will be held at the Shinjuku Bunka Center.

The “exciting” summer in Shinjuku begins at the 19th Shinjuku Eisa Festival. | hope you will be feverish (chimdondon) at the ambience of Okinawa in Shinjuku.
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| am very happy to announce that the Shinjuku Eisa Festival will be held for the first time in three years. | would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of those who have

worked so hard to make this festival possible.

Eisa is danced in various parts of Okinawa as a memorial service for ancestors during the Obon Festival. In recent years, original Eisa performances have been held in various
regions outside of Okinawa, and we are very happy to see the spread and progress of Okinawan culture.

We hope that many of you will experience the charm and passion of Eisa, feel the Okinawan wind, and let your hearts soar with chimudondon.

While taking basic precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19, we also invite you to visit Okinawa during the height of summer and spend a relaxing time experiencing the
beautiful and abundant nature, unique history, and culture of Okinawa.

The citizens of Okinawa welcome you with our hearts of utouimuchi (hospitality), so mensdchi/kuimisori (please come and visit us). We look forward to seeing you soon.
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What is Eisa?

Eisa is a Bon dance originated from Okinawa.

July 15th is the “Kyu Bon” (old Bon) according to the old calendar (it will fall on 155t of August in 2019), and on that night
when we see off our ancestors’ spirits (the day is called “"Ukui” in Okinawa), young men and women go around the
community dancing, wishing for health, safety, and prosperity of each house, and pray for repose of the spirits. This
dance performed on the night of 15th, the day of “"Ukui” (to send off), is called Eisa. Spirits of ancestors that come down

to earth on the 13th, or the day of "Unke” (to welcome) usually resist on returning, so people beat their drums to scare
them and send them back to their world. This is how Eisa was established.
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History of Eisa and its origin

In 1603, during Ryuku Kingdom era, Jodo Shinshu (True Pure Land Buddhism) was introduced to the people. And it is said that original form of Eisa was Nenbutsu
(Buddhist invocation) chanting by Ninpucha (the chanter) to repose the spirits at funerals and memorial mass. Later on in the beginning of the Showa era, more
entertainment-driven Eisa became popular. In 1956, when “Island of Okinawa Eisa Contest” started out, young men’s associations from center of Main Island took the
initiative to bring Eisa to a new level, revolutionizing its skills and costumes. Today events are held not only during Kyu Bon but throughout the year, including Island of
Okinawa Eisa Festival and 10,000 Eisa Dance Festa, and many can be seen outside Okinawa.

There are several theories to the origin of Eisa. However the one that is most supported is group dance “Esaomoro” being combined with Nenbutsu (Buddhist
invocation) style dance which was started by a Kyoto Buddhist priest, Taichu Shonin when he came to Okinawa. It is also said that the name “Eisa” was taken from a
musical accompaniment.
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q’:ﬂﬁ ) Te-odori (Hand dance)
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Behind the Odaiko performers, female hand dancers,
wearing short indigo-colored splash-patterned .“'_ p
kimonos follow. Some groups have male hand dancers g
as well. Their movement is very sharp compared to

the elegant flowing movement of the female dancers. o ol

N Odaiko (Large barrel drum)
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The role of Odaiko is to modulate the sound of the
whole drum section. Performers dance as they swing the
drum around so ones with strong physique are usually in
charge.
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Chondara is clown wearing a kimono made from Basho :
cloth (cloth made from plant fiber), a hemp palm wig,
and white make-up. They help ease tension of the
crowd and liven up the Eisa performance.
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Paarankuu is a small drum with one drum head. It’s the

smallest hand-carried drum with one drum head and it
makes a dry sound which sounds like “Paran.”

Formation and performers of Eisa

Basically Eisa is performed in a circle with dancers surrounding Jiutai (Chanters
playing Sanshin) and drum squad. Eisa group is composed of 20 to 30 young men
and women - 7 to 8 Odaiko (large barrel drum) players, over 20 Shime Daiko
(medium sized drum) or Paarankuu (small drum) players, and dancers. Women
are known to dance with their hands.
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Jiute needs to sing as well as play the Sanshin, so the
best singer in the village is always selected for this role.
Nenbutsu (Buddhist invocation) chanting was sung in

the old days but recently, regular folk songs are more
popular.
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Shimedaiko drummers move their body dynamically using

weight of the drum. They play an important role especially
in Okinawa-shi and Kadena-cho Eisa.

Shimedaiko (Medium sized drum)

HF¥v—— Kachashii
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The name comes from an Okinawan dialect “Kacha-sun” which means to
stir. The moment we hear the sound of fast playing Sanshin, Kachashii
starts to twist his wrist, stump the floor, and dance around energetically.
They are essential at weddings and festivals. When Sansen is played at
the feast, everyone expects Kachashii to dance along with it.
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BEXNLEY D06

Basic dance movements

WOBF ¥ ——%9 20 IEHERGOEHEOTRE>TUL AL
FEGHBOANIHTF v ——HH-VRTHDOTHERIZSMLE T,

Timing of Kachashii is different for each routine so it varies depending
on the group. However, it is normal for people of Okinawa to join the
Kachashii.

So when Kachashii starts, don’t be shy and join the performance.

You can be an Okinawan too!

NFr——LIF?

What is Kachashii?

hFv—>—IEHBASE TIHERTIEVWSERIHY FT,
BECFEZ2EAIRZIEN DEETLIICRRAZD O IOFEVED
2WZ )T,

HREEOERICENAEDIONT BRN. FICIRL-TLESEE
HIHFAELICBFCERICEY B BABELSTEY T,

Kachashii means to “stir” in Okinawan dialect.

When people sway their hands from left to right above their head, it
looks like a stirring movement and this is where its name comes from.
As people get warmed up to the Okinawa folksongs, the audience and
sometimes the players too, start dancing the Kachashii, swaying their
hands up in the air and stumping their feet.

Ay
BMIIFEES,

ZMBLEITEFEFTRL,

Males:
. Close your palms.
Rt 13 LT Rl
BFEALL&KITT, Keep your palms open.
FOULERALTAIIAITS,

Stretch your arms and
put your hands up in the air.
Open your palms facing
the front.

RERITBESLC,
AFOULEGLAITT, a sliding door.
e BIZHRS. BETEB»ET S,

Turn your palms to the right
and sway your arms in the
same directionlike you're

openinga sliding door.

NnAgA1INTTH.
aBEIALIARH—EDUO
#L&‘htfxiﬁpuﬁ?}‘
Haitai! I'm Mahae.

I'm going to teach you

how to enjoy the Eisa Festival.

HFHOEETT VR TEROE TAR,
BB VRY Y a v Ea—O—BELREFRE.
A tomboy who's always curious and loves outdoors.
Works at Okinawa Conventions & Visitors Bureau,
Dept. of Project Publicity.

FEITAV—FOVIE . BRNATOEE- R BETAOREBOLEAICH
Iz,
BEGOHFBEERYIZFEEDI2EANSEWHIEAZELTRLEWVEHICHBAS
NBHATY,
APEICELAVLIREDITEA L KPIEZEDICEDLLSICLELLD]
FEEBEYVAWVICIEIVEZCEFRTEALIIEVOTRAYIIFOARL
THELEIHALLTT X!

HEHETAY L HTOFBTHLIAILRICH T TITONE DA —
TISFEEFEIOS TALRDOBERILABIED IO FIBET A —FDY
EESRIPOBDIBOADREEERY T,

REZZRROBLEAELTC. FEREA.BEOEIAL—KEHL-TH
Fr—y—FRVBIPLOIAH—%RLHE-LLWTT 1,

SERHEIOFT VANRBEIEABLEDR RO UTOEHED B %
BEWLETH,

@ 3TS5EULDELHZBEC. ABOLILERIHZHEE.
FRICARRERDPHIBREBIRBZARCESVETIISEVERLET,

@ THRIFEDEIITRIOERAEBEAVWELET,

@ KELFZHLTOFBRBIVEHRELLIETWEEEET,

@ UblEF-THHERFR BETUTOHLEIETWELEEET,

@ AEDZHEDOEEREIZV— v LTI REVRERSTHEELALES L,

CEHBA.EALKBEVLET,

REMNB LS.
BFAULEELLAITT.,
EAEIZIRS .

Turn your palms to
the left and sway your arm
in the same direction
like you're closing

REtEGLIRZNE
MURT, 20 EHHO

Repeat this right to left motion. ?
At the same time stomp your feet
like you’re treading wheat. '/5

FIIEFBEBIA Y —FOY HR—Z—DESX PN

DAYV BNBRRE B O—LL ZEEY BHFRE ZEHE B ZH RN IFAVEE TH.OXEEE AR FERNFTBT Y M A B 7T2—EUI-L FE=EE.
FAE BN AT —FNAV R BRZEE7AT2—X M\ & AWM\ SN RE.TRTEL 2R B BERE N—VIKUTANE—E—Xho/=— Ry 7V ZERRXKIE,
BA—BE S LEE OKBERIE. 47 1ZRT. ZHERBT. ZHFERA MEBEL. ZEZURRTEEESE. ZFH. REF. OonA»EmHE . TH E— RA #E

[BIEIFHETAY —£ DY JIE B EA—H—BAODIHNICLY EEELEEEERICHRRZTREVLIEVTES,
Yo b =7 =X/ TH e 7Y e BRHRGE/FREFBEXE/2 0 -4 =X v/ TH e E—/F U E-/ Yy RAE—L /Y N —EE/ S F SN —T

Credit

FLIEFHBEBLAY—F DY AHK/ Ty 4 FRA— (Hermes inc.) RF = FRAN—/PRNERB/AEKE/ REE

FIT HBEIAY—EOVREEER

HP http://www.shinjuku-eisa.com/

FB https://www.facebook.com/shinjuku.eisa/

BESE (/7R) /68 LE A tEINIbeA (C)(—H)HiBE IRy avEa—0—
L EFRA— ENFI S LENRI

22






