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Hello Shinjuku!
18th Shinjuku Eisa Festival.

Japan cerebrated its new era “Reiwa” this year.

The first time of the Shinjuku Eisa Festival is 2002. Now it has become one of
the special midsummer attractions in Shinjuku with support from many people
through the Heisei period.

We will keep on challenging in this Reiwa era and hope to be one and only
summer festival for Shinjuku and for all of you.

I truly appreciate all of the full assistance given by Shinjuku ward and Okinawa
prefecture and the understanding and warm support from everyone.

We would like to invite you to enjoy this 18th Eisa Festival together to be the

best day of summer.

Mayor of Shinjuku City

Kenichi Yoshizumi

Okinawa is Everywhere in Shinjuku

The Shinjuku Eisa Festival is a special midsummer attraction in Shinjuku, and
happens to be celebrating its 18th anniversary this year.

Over the past 18th years, it has become a major event, welcoming more than
1.2million visitors so far, and helping to promote the appeal of both Okinawa
and Shinjuku.

As this is the first year of Reiwa, we hope you can come and experience the
ambiance and culture of Okinawa through various events, including dynamic
Eisa dance performances, Okinawan music performances at Sanagi Shinjuku,
and promotional booths showcasing various aspects of Okinawa at Moa 4th St.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the Shinjuku Eisa Festival
Executive.

Committee and all of the other people who have worked hard to make this
event a continued success.

Governor of Okinawa Prefecture
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Denny Tamaki

Haisai gusuyo chuuganabira. Hello everyone!

The Shinjuku Eisa Festival, now a mainstay of summer in Shinjuku, is now in its
18th year. | would like to thank all those who have aided in the success of this
year’s event.

Eisa has been performed all over Okinawa to please the spirits of our ancestors
during the lunar Obon season, and the powerful rhythm of the drums and
soul-stirring movements enthrall all who watch; it has seen widespread popularity
as seen by many eisa groupd being formed not only across Japan, but overseas as
well.

| hope that everyone will enjoy this year’s festival with the performers and
audience becoming one to experience eisa, an important facet of Okinawa’s
unique and varied culture.

| also invite everyone in attendance to come to Okinawa - currently approaching
the height of summer - and enjoy its attactive qualities, from the Okinawa Zento

Eisa Matsuri in August to many local eisa performances done throughout our
islands, as well as the abundant nature and traditional culture.

Representing all of Okinawa, we look forward to your arrival.

Mensoochi kuimsoori. Please come and visit!




What is Eisa?

Eisa is a Bon dance originated from Okinawa.

July 15th is the “Kyu Bon” (old Bon) according to the old calendar (it will fall
on 15st of August in 2019), and on that night when we see off our ancestors’
spirits (the day is called “Ukui” in Okinawa), young men and women go around
the community dancing, wishing for health, safety, and prosperity of each
house, and pray for repose of the spirits. This dance performed on the night of
15th, the day of “Ukui” (to send off), is called Eisa. Spirits of
ancestors that come down to earth on the 13th, or the day of
“Unke” (to welcome) usually resist on returning, so people beat
their drums to scare them and send them back to their world.

This is how Eisa was established.
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History of Eisa and its origin

In 1603, during Ryuku Kingdom era, Jodo Shinshu (True Pure Land

16035 MK EERARIOELROMEO Y BEPEBET=VTFr— (8

Buddhism) was introduced to the people. And it is said that original form of
Eisa was Nenbutsu (Buddhist invocation) chanting by Ninpucha (the chanter)
to repose the spirits at funerals and memorial mass. Later on in the beginning
of the Showa era, more entertainment-driven Eisa became popular. In 1956,
when “Island of Okinawa Eisa Contest” started out, young men's associations
from center of Main Island took the initiative to bring Eisa to a new level,
revolutionizing its skills and costumes.

Today events are held not only during Kyu Bon but throughout the year,
including Island of Okinawa Eisa Festival and 10,000 Eisa Dance Festa, and
many can be seen outside Okinawa.

There are several theories to the origin of Eisa. However the one that is most
supported is group dance “"Esaomoro” being combined with Nenbutsu
(Buddhist invocation) style dance which was started by a Kyoto Buddhist
priest, Taichu Shonin when he came to Okinawa. It is also said that the name
“Eisa” was taken from a musical accompaniment.
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What is Eisa? I AY—&i3?

Formation and performers of Eisa I/ H—DWYLSBLS

Basically Eisa is performed in a circle with dancers \ TAH— DB IE, HEE (SR E) C KFT % ol

FigY

Te-odori (Hand dance)

) o ) s surrounding Jiutai (Chanters playing Sanshin) and drum ] I ZOEAYVEEYAASEIBAEEEAEATT,
AREEFO®RLIC BN D O ETFRY 2 I 2RMMENTREET, e -® squad. Eisa group is composed of 20 to 30 young men ‘ 5 S TAY— DR B2 TELBDAS <
FNB LI LERBLMEOFRY ISH LT FLOBEBUOFRHY THEIN ' Y 2 ; N :

BEMG B ET, and wome.n-7to.80da|k.0(|ar.ge barrel drum) players, KABET. 8% AR (X L A—5>7—)208%.
} . - over 20 Shime Daiko (medium sized drum) or Paarankuu S \ ' - < sn

Behind the Odaiko performers, female hand dancers, wearing short @ £ W = . O ke vl Gl 7 e, il e s, Wit e e e = flEFHY T RERFRYZTHEVIHDH—K

indigo-colored splash-patterned kimonos follow. Some groups have T L . 4 ' L i il dance with their hands. > <L ¢ MTY,

male hand dancers as well. Their movement is very sharp compared \ a4

to the elegant flowing movement of the female dancers.
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Shimedaiko (Medium sized drum)
i-‘ REDEITREZ DT DRELRENE D,
BT EFMETO A Y —CIHBABIERELET,
Shimedaiko drummers move their body dynamically using weight of

the drum. They play an important role especially in Okinawa-shi and
Kadena-cho Eisa.
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Kachashii
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The name comes from an Okinawan dialect “Kacha-sun” which means
to stir. The moment we hear the sound of fast playing Sanshin,
Kachashii starts to twist his wrist, stump the floor, and dance around
energetically. They are essential at weddings and festivals. When
Sansen is played at the feast, everyone expects Kachashii to dance
along with it.
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Odaiko (Large barrel drum)
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The role of Odaiko is to modulate the sound of the whole drum section.

Performers dance as they swing the drum around so ones with strong
physique are usually in charge.
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Jiute
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Jiute needs to sing as well as play the Sanshin, so the best singer in
the village is always selected for this role. Nenbutsu (Buddhist
invocation) chanting was sung in the old days but recently, regular
folk songs are more popular.
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Paarankuu (Small drum)
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Ll ./Py,f,i Paarankuu is a small drum with one drum head. It’s the smallest
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hand-carried drum with one drum head and it makes a dry sound
which sounds like “Paran.”
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- Chondara is clown wearing a kimono made from Basho cloth (cloth
- made from plant fiber), a hemp palm wig, and white make-up. They
help ease tension of the crowd and liven up the Eisa performance.
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Basic dance movements
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Timing of Kachashii is different for each routine so it varies depending on the
group. However, it is normal for people of Okinawa to join the Kachashii.

So when Kachashii starts, don’t be shy and join the performance.

You can be an Okinawan too!
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What is Kachashii?

AFr—y—EHBAECIHERTIEVWS BRI’ HVET, HEETF2ESR
IRZSEN D EETLSICRADZD O IDFUEDDNZITY,
HREEOERICEANRDISONTHRS BIIIL->TIERES I WF2
BB TERICKRY ROBEAESTEY T,

Kachashii means to “stir” in Okinawan dialect.

When people sway their hands from left to right above their head, it looks like
a stirring movement and this is where its name comes from.

As people get warmed up to the Okinawa folksongs, the audience and
sometimes the players too, start dancing the Kachashii, swaying their hands up
in the air and stumping their feet.
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. Males:
MREMIFLT Close your palms.
AFEELEIZRITT. Females:

FOULERLTAILAITS,

Stretch your arms and
put your hands up in the air.
Open your palms facing
the front.

Keep your palms open.

Special Thanks!!
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BAFOUSEBIAITT,
MEGIZIRS o
Turn your palms to the right

and sway your arms in the
same directionlike you’re

openinga sliding door. 'b
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Haitai! I'm Mahae.

I’'m going to teach you

how to enjoy the Eisa Festival.

FEHOEETT VMR T7EADETAR,
SHBER ARy Y a v Ea—0—RELEREFE.
< A tomboy who's always curious and loves outdoors.
Works at Okinawa Conventions & Visitors Bureau,
Dept. of Project Publicity.

Join the Kachas 11! [ 3
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Shinjuku Eisa Festival is held on the last Saturday of July, right after the rainy season.

It starts from 1 o’clock around Shinjuku Street.

This time of the day during the summer season is the hottest throughout the year.

Make sure to drink water frequently so that you won'’t suffer from heatstroke.

There are no convenience stores and vending machines along Shinjuku Street

so we suggest you to bring a drink with you.

In Okinawa, Eisa is usually performed from early evening to night, when it’s cooler.

At Shinjuku Eisa Festival, you can also enjoy it in a rather cooler weather at nighttime.

This year, nighttime sessions are held in 6 areas, around East and West Exits of Shinjuku Station.
During nighttime sessions, audiences can join the Eisa performances.
And one of its main attractions is the “Kachashii”!
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RERMNB S,
BFOUCLEEIZAITT.
MEELIIRS .

Turn your palms to
the left and sway your arm
in the same direction
like you're closing
a sliding door.

MEEGBLIRZOE
WMURT 0B EHHO
BETREHETS,

Repeat this right to left motion.
At the same time stomp your feet
like you're treading wheat.
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Shinjuku Eisa Supporters
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HP http://www.shinjuku-eisa.com/
FB https://www.facebook.com/shinjuku.eisa/ SNS
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